
DECISION ISSUED WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF ARBITRATION

POTENTIALLY AN 
ARBITRAL AWARD

NOT AN ARBITRAL AWARD

ARBITRAL AWARD

FINAL DECISION ON PART 
OF THE DISPUTE

FINAL DECISION ON THE
ENTIRE DISPUTE

Arbitral
tribunal

Arbitration
organisation centre

NOT AN ARBITRAL AWARD
Procedural

note

Simple legal
opinion

NATURE 
OF THE

DECISION ?

WHO
ISSUED THE
DECISION ?

NOT AN ARBITRAL AWARD

Definitively settles a dispute

#1 : Identifying an Arbitral award

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural Route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.



OCCURENCE OF A DISPUTE SUBMITTED TO ARBITRATION

THE WILL OF THE PARTIES HAS NO
IMPACT ON THIS CLASSIFICATION

INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION

DO THESE
RELATIONS

INVOLVE
INTERNATIONAL

TRADE INTERESTS ?

DOMESTIC ARBITRATION

#2 : The concept of International Arbitration

OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS OF THE
NATURE OF ECONOMIC

RELATIONS BETWEEN PARTIES

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural Route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.

YES NO



ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL

ENFORCEMENT OF LEGAL RULES
CHOSEN BY PARTIES

MANDATORY CONSIDERATION 
OF TRADE CUSTOMS

ENFORCEMENT OF LEGAL RULES
DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY

ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL

#3 : Applicable rules to Arbitration
proceedings

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural Route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.

YES NO

DID THE PARTIES
CHOOSE

APPLICABLE LEGAL
RULES ?



ARBITRATION CLAUSE INVOKED BEFORE A JUDICIAL COURT

JUDGE DECLINES 
JURISDICTION

#4 : The Arbitrator’s Jurisdiction

JUDGE RETAINS
JURISDICTION

YES

YES
NO

IS THE ARBITRATION
AGREEMENT

MANIFESTLY VOID OR
INAPPLICABLE ?

NO

IS THE
ARBITRAL
TRIBUNAL
ALREADY
SEIZED ?

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.



INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION CONDUCTED IN FRANCE

PRESIDENT OF THE PARIS
JUDICIAL COURT

#5 : The Role of the Supporting Judge

SUPPORTING JUDGE DESIGNATED
BY CLAUSE

SPECIFIC
CLAUSE

DESIGNATING
THE

SUPPORTING
JUDGE ?

DEFAULT SUPPORTING JUDGE

SUPPORTING JUDGE’S
MISSIONS

ASSISTANCE IN THE
CONSTITUTION OF

THE ARBITRAL
TRIBUNAL

RESOLUTION OF
DIFFICULTIES IN THE
OPERATION OF THE
ARBITRAL TRIBUNAL

EXTENSION OF
DEADLINES

OTHER
INCIDENTS

NO YES

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural Route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.



ARBITRAL AWARD

#6 : Enforcing the Arbitral award

REQUEST FILED BY THE MOST
DILIGENT PARTY

WAS THE
AWARD

ISSUED IN
FRANCE ?

JUDICIAL COURT IN THE
JURISDICTION WHERE THE

AWARD WAS ISSUED

NON-ADVERSARIAL PROCEDURE

EXAMINATION BY JUDGE

YES PARIS JUDICIAL COURTNO

DOCUMENTS TO BE PROVIDED 
TO THE COURT

ORIGINAL AWARD 
OR CERTIFIED COPY

ARBITRATION AGREEMENT 
OR CERTIFIED COPY

EXEQUATUR ORDER

POSSIBILITY OF ENFORCEMENT OF THE AWARD

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.



#7 : Appealing the Exequatur order

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.

DECISION TO ENFORCE AN INTERNATIONAL ARBITRAL AWARD
ISSUED ABROAD

APPEALABLE DECISION

REFUSAL IS ONLY PERMITTED IN THE
CASES OUTLINED IN ARTICLE 1520 OF

THE FRENCH CODE OF CIVIL
PROCEDURE

OTHER NOTIFICATION METHOD IF
AGREED UPON BY PARTIES

1 MONTH STARTING FROM
NOTIFICATION

ONLY FOR APPEALS AGAINST
EXEQUATUR AWARDS

EXAMINATION BY
COURT OF APPEAL

APPEAL
PERIOD



#8 : Forming an Action for annulment

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.

NOTIFICATION OF THE AWARD

COMPETENT JURISDICTION: COURT OF
APPEAL IN WHOSE JURISDICTION THE

AWARD WAS ISSUED

APPEAL INADMISSIBLE DUE TO BEING
OUT OF TIME

EXERCICE OF RIGHT OF
RECOURSE

TIME LIMIT FOR
APPEAL: 1 MONTH

FROM DATE OF
SERVICE

 APPEAL ADMISSIBLE
AS SOON AS THE

AWARD IS ISSUED

ARBITRAL AWARD

WITHIN THE APPEAL DEADLINE OUT OF APPEAL DEADLINE

EXCEPTION : OTHER
NOTIFICATION METHOD AGREED

UPON BY PARTIES

PRINCIPAL : NOTIFICATION BY
WAY OF SERVICE



#9 : Grounds for bringing an Action for annulment

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.

NO OTHER GROUNDS
ARE ADMISSIBLE

TRIBUNAL IMPROPERLY
DISCLAIMED

JURISDICTION

TRIBUNAL IMPROPERLY
ASSUMED JURISDICTION

RESTICTIVE
GROUNDS

APPEAL TO SET ASIDE
AN ARBITRAL AWARD

1. ERROR BY THE
TRIBUNAL AS TO ITS
OWN JURISDICTION

2. IMPROPER
CONSTITUTION OF

TRIBUNAL

3. NON COMPLIANCE
WITH THE

TRIBUNAL’S MISSION

4. FAILURE TO
COMPLY WITH
PRINCIPLE OF
ADVERSARIAL
PROCEEDINGS

5. CONFLICT WITH
INTERNATIONAL
PUBLIC POLICY



#10 : Adjustment and suspension of the
Enforcement of the Award

#PAW Special Edition : the Procedural route of an Arbitral award
By M.BOCCON-GIBOD, Partner, and H.KIRKKESSELI, Associate.

EXEQUATUR
ORDER

CAN SEIZE

ARBITRAL AWARD

APPEAL OF THE EXEQUATUR
ORDER

APPEAL TO SET ASIDE THE  
AWARD

NON-SUSPENSIVE

CAN SUSPEND OR
ADJUST ENFORCEMENT

NO SUSPENSION OR
ADJUSTMENT OF THE

ENFORCEMENT OF THE AWARD

FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE
COURT OF APPEAL ACTING

IN SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS

PRE-TRIAL JUDGE AS 
SOON AS THEY ARE 

DESIGNATED

AWARD REMAINS ENFORCEABLE DESPITE APPEAL

YES

NO

IS ENFORCEMENT LIKELY TO
SERIOUSLY PREJUDICE THE
RIGHTS OF THE PARTIES ?


